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Media Coverage Report

National Seminar on ‘Advancing Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) Framework for India’s
MAHASAGAR Vision and its Realization’

Overview

This report presents screenshots and links to media stories published across leading national
and regional publications, including The Times of India, The Indian Express, The Financial Times,
and Mirror Now. The National Seminar on “Advancing Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA)
Framework for India’s MAHASAGAR Vision and its Realisation” also received extensive coverage
in leading print and digital media outlets, including The Times of India, The Indian Express,
Democracy Now, Maharashtra Times, and Loksatta. The breadth of this coverage reflects the
significance and relevance of the National Seminar to India’s evolving strategic and security
landscape, as well as to stakeholders across industry, academia, think tanks, government, and
the broader maritime ecosystem.

Key Themes Highlighted in the Media Coverage

The media coverage largely focused on three key aspects that emerged from the discussions
and deliberations at the National Seminar:

1. Vulnerability of Undersea Cables and the Need for Robust UDA Capabilities
The increasing vulnerability of undersea cables to disruption and the need for India to
develop stronger Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) capabilities to safeguard critical
underwater infrastructure.

2. Emerging Career Opportunities for Young Professionals in UDA
The growing scope for employment, skilling, research, and professional opportunities for
young people in the emerging field of Underwater Domain Awareness.

3. Expanding UDA Beyond Security and Surveillance
The need to evolve UDA beyond a conventional security and surveillance framework and
adopt a more comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach encompassing environmental,
economic, technological, scientific, governance, and societal dimensions.
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Underwater data crucial for India’s interests, says former Army
chief

Pune: Former Chief of Army Staff General Manoj Pande
on Tuesday said India must harness underwater
information, gleaned from a specialist data set, to
improve maritime security, navigational safety,
protection of critical infrastructure and sustainable use

of marine resources.

Speaking at a seminar organised by Maritime Ressarch
Center here, Pande said the underwater domain was

Iargely invisible, dynamic and dificult to menitor, but

contained critical infrastructurs, scosystems, natural

resources and activities that have a direct bearing on
India’s security and economic interests. “Underwater information needs to move from being a specialist data set
to becoming actionable operational knowledge,” he said.

The objective of Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) should not be merely to collect more data, but to ensure
that information enables authorities to take better, faster decisions. “The real question should be, what decisions

will this information enable us to take” he said.

Fande said UDA should be develeped as a shared knowledge framework — encompassing information,
technology, institutions and expertise — to build a complete picture of underwater activities.
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A single undersea cable cut could cause widespread disruption,
warns former Navy chief

Sandip Dighe { Aug 17, 2028, 2039 15T
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Pune: A single cut in an undersea communication cable

could cause severe and widespread disruption to
India’s digital and communications infrastructure,
farmer Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh
(Retd) warned on Monday, stressing the urgent need to
strengthen underwater surveillance and develop

capabilities to protect the seabed.

“Undersea cables are already 80-90% utilized, with

demand continuously rising. Given this high utilization,

even a single severed cable can cause severe,

widespread disruption.” Singh said. He was speaking at

a Advancing U Domain for India's Vision and its
Realization, organised by the Maritime Research Centre (MRC), Pune, and the Indian Council of World Affairs
(ICWA), New Delhi.

Singh said the protection of undersea cables must become a strategic priority as submarine networks carry a
substantial share of the world's internet traffic and data. He noted that the United Nations General Assembly has
recognised undersea cables as critical information infrastructure requiring protection. He called for India to
proactively develop seabed warfare capabilities, drawing lessons from the French and Royal Navy, and to

strengthen international cooperation for protecting underwater infrastructure.



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/underwater-data-crucial-for-indias-interests-says-former-army-chief/articleshow/133331260.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/a-single-undersea-cable-cut-could-cause-widespread-disruption-warns-former-navy-chief/articleshow/133300435.cms
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The Financial Express Undersea cables vulnerable to

disruption — Why India needs seabed
warfare capabilities
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India must prioritize the protection of undersea cables by enhancing underwater
[domain awareness and developing seabed warfare capabilities to safeguard critical
maritime infrastructure and counter emerging security threats.
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Protection of undersea cables must become a strategic priority for India, and it
must urgently strengthen its underwater domain awareness and develop seabed
warfare capabilities to protect critical maritime infrastructure, former Chief of Naval
Staff, Admiral Karambir Singh (Retd), said on Monday.

Underses cables are part of the critical information infrastructure, requiring
protection, 5o the country must proactively develop seabed warfare strategies,
drawing lessons from the French and Royal Navy, while also supporting
international cooperative frameworks such as Singapore's Guidance for underwater
infrastructure defence exchange, Singh said at the Advancing Underwater Domain
[aareness Framework conference organised by the Maritime Research Center
(MRC), Pune, and the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA), New Delhi
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https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news/undersea-cables-vulnerable-to-disruption-india-needs-seabed-warfare-capabilities/4319753/
https://www.punekarnews.in/underwater-domain-awareness-uda-must-evolve-beyond-a-security-and-surveillance-framework-gen-manoj-pande/
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New Career Opportunities for Youngsters in
Underwater Domain
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Former Army chief emphasizes the importance of
LI N K H ERE underwater data for India’s strategic interests
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Pune: O Tuesday, Genaral Mangj Pande, the former Chief of Amy St emphasized the importanc of utiling
underwater information to enhance Indiz's maritime security and navigational safety. Spasking at  seminar hosted
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Former Navy chief cautions that a single severed undersea
cable could lead to significant disruptions

waming regarding the fragility of India
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DCuring the program titled Advancing Underwater Domain Awareness Framework for india's Mahasagar Vision and
its Realization,” organized by the Maritime Research Centre (MRC) and the indian Coundil of Workd Affairs A
singh pointed \at L 2a cables are currently operating at B0-90% capi . with demand on the
stated, “Given this high utilization, even a single severed cable can cause severe, widespread disruption.” This
assertion underscores the ungency of addressing vulnerabilities in the underwater communication network.
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UNDERSEA CABLES VULNERABLE TO DISRUPTION,
INDIA NEEDS SEABED WARFARE CAPABILITIES

8y BinuMathew

Protection of undersea cables must become a strategic priority for India, and it must urgently
strengthen its underwater domain awareness and develop seabed warfare capabilities to protect
critical maritime infrastructure, former Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Karambir Singh (Retd), said on

Monday.

Undersea cables are part of the critical information infrastructure, requiring protection, so the
country must proactively develop seabed warfare strategies, drawing lessons from the French and

Royal Navy,



https://www.msn.com/en-in/public-safety-and-emergencies/health-and-safety-alerts/former-navy-chief-cautions-that-a-single-severed-undersea-cable-could-lead-to-significant-disruptions/ar-AA2ajlUU
https://telecomlive.in/web/2026/08/18/undersea-cables-vulnerable-to-disruption-india-needs-seabed-warfare-capabilities/
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Young professionals exploring emerging career opportunities in India's expanding
maritime, underwater technology and blue economy sectors.
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https://divyamarathi.bhaskar.com/local/maharashtra/pune/news/india-strengthen-underwater-domain-awareness-admiral-karambir-singh-138755266.html
https://maharashtralokmanch.com/2026/08/18/underwater-domain-awareness-should-be-comprehensive-in-nature-rather-than-being-limited-merely-to-security-and-surveillance-general-manoj-pande/
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https://maharashtralokmanch.com/2026/08/18/new-career-opportunities-for-youth-in-the-underwater-domain/#google_vignette
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